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World  hog  slaughter  and  pork  production  in  1958,  excluding  Communist  China, 
is  likely  to  shov:  a  U  percent  rise  from  the  high  level  of  1957.  Total  poik 
production  in  1957  is  expected  to  be  about  1  percent  above  1956. 

Hog  slaughter  in  Western  Europe  ^  which  has  shown  a  remarkable  recovery  since 
the  veiy  low  slaughter  of  postwar  years,  increased  about  5  percent  during  1957 
and  is  expected  to  rise  2  percent  in  1958  to  a  new  record  high.    Slaughter  in 
North  America,  -^^ich  declined  5  percent  in  1957,  is  expected  to  recover  in 
1958  to  about  1956  levels,   With  abimdant  feed  supplies.  North  America  could 
easily  produce  a  much  larger  number  of  hogs  for  slaughter  than  at  present* 


Pork  Production  In  W.  Europe  Now 
Higher  than  in  North  America 
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PORK  l/:    World  production,  indicated  1957  and  1958,  with  conq^arisons 
1955  and  1956,  and  averages,  193Ue38  and  19l6-50 
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\  Averages 
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:  ^^^^ 
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\  Million 
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Western  Europe  3/»»tJ 
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1,150  J 

t  1,170 

•  « 
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36,611;  : 

4 

37,000  J 

■ 
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1/  Carcass  meat  -  excludes  variety  meat  and  lard,    2/  Canada,  Mexico,  United 
States  and  Cuba,        Austria,  Belgium,  Denmark,  Finland,  France,  Western  Germany, 
Greece,  Ireland,  Italy,  the  Netherlands,  Norway,  Portugal,  Spain,  Sweden, 
Switzerland,  United  Kingdom  and  Yugoslavia,    k/  Bulgaria,  Czechoslovakia,  Eastern 
Germany,  Hungary,  Poland  and  Rumania,   ^  Estimates  included  in  the  total, 
6/  Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq  and  Iran,   ]/  Argentina,  Brazil,  Chile,  Colombia,  Paraguay 
and  Uruguay,    8/  Austiralia  and  New  Zealand, 

The  most  important  hog  producing  country  in  South  America,  Brazil,  expects 
a  continuation  during  1957  of  recent  rises  in  slaughter.    The  strong  demand  for 
pork  and  lard  throughout  South  America  is  encouraging  farmers  to  increase  hog 
production.    Slaughter  in  Oceania  is  expected  to  show  a  sli^t  rise  in  1958, 
The  U,S,S  Jl,,  "idiich  is  encouraging  hog  production  in  order  to  increase  meat 
supplies,  is  expected  to  show  an  increase  in  hog  slaughter  during  1957.  Slaughter, 
in  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  is  expected  to  fall  during  1958, 

American  hog  producers  can  expect  increased  foreign  competition  and  reduced 
foreign  demand  for  pork  and  larc^  during  1958,    The  most  important  factor  at 
present  is  the  effect  that  increased  world  production  will  have  on  American 
hog  prices  and  on  pork  and  lard  exports.    Market  possibilities  for  sale  of  pork 
variety  meats,  fatback,  and  lard  in  Westem  Europe  will  be  reduced  during  1958, 
Recent  measures  taken  in  France  to  increase  eaqports  of  all  commodities  will 
increase  competition  from  that  source  on  the  European  lard  market. 

Production  in  Denmark  and  the  Netherlands  is  high  this  year,  and  both 
countries,  important  exporters  of  pork  and  pork  products,  are  having  difficulty 
finding  export  outlets.    Further  liberalization  of  trade  in  Western  Europe  could 
overcome  U.  S,  export  difficulties  during  the  next  few  years.    However,  in  view 
of  the  present  international  payments  difficulties  of  many  European  countries, 
such  action  seems  unlikely  in  the  near  future. 
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The  anticipated  13-percent  rise  in  Canadian  production  in  1958  is  ex- 
pected to  leave  that  coimtry  with  an  increased  amount  of  pork  for  export. 
United  States  iinports   of  pork  from  Canada,  vdiich  were  low  in  19f>7,  are  ex- 
pected to  rise  sharply  during  1958 • 

Gradual  increases  in  Cuban  hog  numbers  during  recent  years  have  pushed 
hog  slaughter  to  a  point  where  that  country,  the  largest  single  importer  of 
United  States  pork  and  lard,  has  become  largely  self-sufficient  in  pork  pro- 
duction •    Cuban  pork  imports  from  the  United  States  have  declined  this  year* 
However,  lower  pork  prices  in  the  Iftiited  States  during  1958  may  again  en-  ^ 
courage  Cuban  imports. 

The  good  feed  grain  and  root  crop  in  Europe  dijring  1956,  combined  \d.th 
relatively  high  hog  prices,  encouraged  hog  producers  to  expand  production 
greatly  during  1957.    There  were  more  farrowings,  and  more  hogs  were  put  on 
feed.    Although  there  have  been  wide  fluctuations  in  hog  prices  in  Northern 
Europe  during  1957j  hog-feed  price  relationships  are  still  such  that  producers 
and  feeders  can  make  a  profit  on  their  operations. 

In  several  important  Northern  European  countries,  govemriient  production 
subsidies  and  import  controls  have  encouraged  e^rpansion  in  hog  production, 
Althou^  the  United  Kingdom  adjusted  production  subsidies  last  year  to  make 
hog  production  less  attractive  than  other  livestock  enterprises,  there  has 
been  no  drop  in  hog  slaughter.    In  June  1957,  the  number  of  breeding  sows  in 
England  and  VJales  was  8  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 

Pork  prices  have  declined  sharply  in  Britain.    The  drop  on  the  London 
market  of  30  percent  from  January'-  to  October  1957  considerably  exceeded  usual 
seasonal  declines.    The  price  slump  was  attributed  to  greater  production  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  and  in  Denmark,  which,  with  the  Netherlands,  ships  the  bulk  of 
its  pork  exports  to  Britain.    The  Danes  find  it  difficult  to  switch  their  exports 
to  their  other  major  market.  West  Gerneny,  because  the  latter  also  has  a  pork 
surplus. 

In  an  effort  to  solve  this  problem,  representatives  of  British,  Danish, 
and  Dutch  producers  met  at  the  Hague  in  October  1957  to  discuss  the  possibility 
of  quotas  for  sales  of  pork  on  the  British  market. 

In  Vfest  Germany,  the  govemrrient  has  been  buying  large  quantities  of  jxjrk 
to  support  the  hog  market.    However,  in  France,  an  important  hog  producing 
country,  the  government  plans  to  encourage  expansion  of  all  livestock  enter- 
prises, including  hog  production. 

In  North  Amerj.ca,  relatively  high  production  during  1956  discouraged 
producers  and  resulted  in  a  low  slaughter  in  1957.    Canadian  slaughter  has 
already  begun  to  rise  and  further  sharp  rises  are  forecast  for  1958.  United 
States  production  is  also  expected  to  increase  in  1958,  although  not  as  sharply 
as  in  Canada.    The  Canadian  hog  slaughter  cycle  seems  to  be  xninning  about  one- 
half  e  year  ahead  of  the  IMited  States  cycle.    Throughout  the  rest  of  North 
America,  increased  slaughter  has  followed  the  general  trend  of  rising  consumer 
income  and  demand. 


